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Guidance notes 

Guidelines: 
The YBS Charitable Foundation’s Small Change Big Difference® Fund aims to support charities 
providing urgent support or relief to those experiencing financial hardship, to enable them to address 
immediate needs. 

The Charitable Foundation accepts nominations from Yorkshire Building Society members and 
colleagues. Donations range from £250 to £2,500.  

These guidelines are for the Small Change Big Difference® Fund and donations are made to charities 
nominated by colleagues and members. 

Basic eligibility criteria for charities: 
• Registered with the Charity Commission, the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland or the

Scottish Charity Regulator.
• Nominated by a Yorkshire Building Society member or colleague.
• Beneficiaries in the UK.
• Have not received a YBS Charitable Foundation donation in the last 2 years (However local

branches of a larger charity that operate under one registered charity number may be
considered).

• Submitted their annual returns on time to the Charity Commission, the Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland or the Scottish Charity Regulator.

Charity funding themes include (but are not limited to) those 
providing: 

• Debt advice or financial support.
• Food / energy / baby banks providing essential living supplies.
• Support for rough sleepers and individuals without a secure home.
• Crisis support for survivors of abuse.
• Community centres based in areas of high deprivation (as defined by the Indices of Multiple

Deprivation).

The following will not be considered:
• Charities serving only a specific sector of the community selected on the basis of political or

religious grounds/advancement.
• Animal welfare charities.
• Activities for beneficiaries outside the UK.
• Charities that have not submitted their annual returns to the Charity Commission, the Charity

Commission for Northern Ireland, or the Scottish Charity Regulator.
• Charities or Local Branches that have received a YBS Charitable Foundation donation in the

last 2 years.
• Community Interest Companies, community or voluntary organisations that are not registered

charities.

What we will fund:
Charities can apply for donations of up to £2,500. These donations are unrestricted grants that can be 
used for project or core costs – for example, charity staff salaries and wages, rent, and other 
operational costs. 
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Priority will be given to the following:  
• Charities whose aims are a strong fit with the Charitable Foundation’s priorities to provide 

urgent support or relief to those experiencing financial hardship. For example: foodbanks, debt 
advice charities and support for those without a secure home. 

• Charities that are based in areas of high deprivation – you can use the Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation tool to check if you’re not sure. The Charitable Foundation will prioritise charities 
that support beneficiaries in the top 20% of deprived areas in the UK. 

• Charities that have an annual income turnover of less than £100,000. 

The following will not be considered:  
• Overseas travel, expeditions, or educational expenses, including cases that would otherwise 

qualify for support but require funds for activities outside the UK. 

Due to the limited funds of the Charitable Foundation, donations are awarded on a priority basis as 
agreed by the trustees. 
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How to apply: 

Members can apply using the link on our website. Colleagues can apply directly on the 
Community Hub. 

1. If you are a member, click the link above and enter your email address to receive a link to the 
nomination form. 

 
2. Once you’ve received the link to the nomination form via email, you’ll be able to complete the 

nomination.  
3. If you are a colleague, please apply on the Community Hub. Click the Charitable Foundation 

tab, and then ‘Nominate a charity’.  

 
4. The first part is an Eligibility Check. Once you have completed this, click ‘Continue’. 

 
5. Enter your charity details. The charity contact will be contacted if we need further information 

regarding your application, and also to verify payment details if the application is successful. 

https://ybs.givingforce.com/usercg/nomination/request-nomination
https://ybs.givingforce.com/usercg/nomination/overview
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6. If your charity isn’t in the search results, click ‘Can’t find the organisation’. You’ll be able to 
search for the charity, or if it’s still not on our system, you can enter the details manually by 
clicking ‘I can’t find my organisation on the right’. 

 
 

7. Once you’ve entered your charity details, click ‘Continue’ and you’ll be taken to the nomination 
questionnaire. Please complete your application. 

8. Once you have completed your application, click ‘Continue’. 
9. You’ll have the chance to review the application before you submit.  
10. Once you have submitted your application, you will receive an email confirming that the 

application has been received. 

Applications for this fund will be reviewed on a quarterly basis by the Trustees of the Charitable 
Foundation. You can expect to hear back within three months of submitting an application.  

Payments will be made via Charities Trust. You may be contacted by an employee of Charities Trust 
to verify your charity bank details.  

If you have any questions about your application, please get in touch with community@ybs.co.uk. 

mailto:community@ybs.co.uk
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